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PRINCIPALôS REPORT 
 
Working in schools is demanding. We are constantly changing in 
response to a changing society and expectations as well as embracing 
knowledge gained through research. We are committed to continuous 
improvement. Each and every day we have the opportunity to make a 
difference in peopleôs lives. And it carries a great deal of responsibility. 
However working with our students is our passion and our joy. And it is a 
privilege. 
It is vital that we pause at the end of the year to reflect on the distance 
covered, the progress that we have made and celebrate our 
achievements.  
Through the MOVE program students have increased the use of standers 
and walkers in the outside play areas as well as walking from the gym in 
the morning and throughout the day. This has led to an improvement in 
skill levels and overall well-being. 
During 2015 there has been a steady improvement in communication for 
students, regardless of the system that is being used. We celebrate 
successes in the use of iPads and Proloquo2go and the success of some 
students using eye-gaze technology. There has been increased use of 
PODD, head switches and ñyes/noò responses. 
The increased ability to move and communicate led to new friendships 
between students in other classes. Students are able to seek each other 
out. 
The continuation of the Four Blocks of Literacy has meant increased letter 
recognition and phonological awareness for many students. We have 
appreciated the continued mentoring and professional development that 
Jane Farrall has provided us. Our work with Jane will continue next year. 
One class implemented a program called structured teaching. It meant 
changing methodology, the class environment and expectations of 
students. This has made a difference to learning for students with autism 
in particular. 
Across the school we implemented the Australian Curriculum and tailored 
it to suit the needs of our students. 
Our relationship with Ocean View College (OVC) has meant that students 
from OVC spend time playing with our students and also come here for 
work placement, Sports Day and Book Week. 
We celebrated many special events, including participating in the local 
communities reconciliation relay and being chosen to make the final 
presentation to the elders. It was very moving. We held a special day for 
siblings and an exciting Alphabet disco. 
The Link programs and the Statewide Outreach service are both other 
successful aspects of our school. Students with Complex Communication 
needs around the SA are supported by the Outreach team. 
As this is my final year as the principal of this school, I would like to thank 
the students, families and staff for the collective way in which we have 
embraced learning. 
Many changes have been made and will no doubt continue to be made as 
we strive to meet DECD and student priorities. Change needs to be based 
on  research and evidence.  I would like to acknowledge Jamie Campbell, 
Governing Council Chairperson and members of the Governing Council 
for their advice, guidance and support. And I thank and farewell Mark 
Hoppo, Treasurer, for the ten years that he has contributed to the Council. 
I wish Mark and his family all the best for their future.  
Thank you to the staff who have trusted my leadership and been prepared 
to change and learn for the benefit of the students. The incoming 
principal, Lorna Fenech, is an excellent leader and I look forward to 
hearing about  future developments.  
And finally, to our familieséThank you for entrusting the care and 
education of your children to us. It has been a privilege! 

 

Sylvia Flato  
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CHAIRPERSONôS REPORT 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write my first report as Chairperson of the 
Adelaide West Special Education Centre Governing Council.   
 
Firstly, I would like to thank Sylvia Flato for her expertise and achievements 
in taking the school forward over the past 10 years including the transition to 
our new site.  Sylvia has decided to retire as Principal and the Governing 
Council wish her well in her future endeavours. 
 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome Lorna Fenech who has been 
appointed as the new Principal for the next five years and Eileen Dowler who 
has been appointed Deputy Principal for the ensuing year. 
 
I would like to acknowledge Sonja Touli for her many years on Governing 
Council, most recently as Chairperson and Mark Hoppo who both retired from 
Governing Council. 
 
Some highlights for 2015 I would like to acknowledge are: 
 

¶ the work with Jane Farrall to continue the focus on communication and 

literacy 

¶ the measured improvement in communication via the use of Pragmatic 

Organised Dynamic Display (PODD) communication book 

¶ the introduction of the Novita Vacation Care program 

¶ the social inclusion with students from Ocean View College 

 
 
A special moment for us all was the 
presentation by Susan Close MP, 
Minister for Education, to Bella Rogers 
(pictured) who was awarded óStudent of 
the Yearô for outstanding achievement in 
2015.  This is the first time this award 
has been presented and it will be 
continued in future years.  Well done 
Bella! 
 
 
 
I would like to thank school staff, council members, parents, families and 
students for a wonderful year. 
 

Jamie Campbell  
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OUR PURPOSE 
 
 
 

To acknowledge and cater for 
the individual 
 
To proudly focus on student 
abilities while maximising 
potential in all learning 
opportunities 
 
To provide the best possible 
curriculum, using effective 
teaching practices 
 
To enable positive 
experiences for students on 
the same basis as those of 
their mainstream peers 
 
To acknowledge, support and 
encourage staff learning and 
achievement 

OUR VISION 
 

¶ Adelaide West Special Education Centre is a nationally recognised 
education facility for the teaching and education of students with 
physical and associated disabilities 

 

¶ Students are accepted, appreciated and valued for who they are. 
Students feel empowered, supported and included by the community 

 

¶ Students are encouraged to do their best in order to reach their potential 
 

¶ Students learn in a positive environment 
 

¶ Student engagement, wellbeing and happiness are our primary focus. 



CONTEXT 
 
Adelaide West Special Education Centre caters for the specific educational 
needs of students with physical and associated disabilities. Students range 
from 5 to 19 years of age. Students travel from across the greater 
metropolitan area to attend the school. 
 
There were 77 students enrolled across 4 sites. The Adelaide West site is 
the largest with 58 students. Link programs are at Mitcham Primary School, 
Roma Mitchell Secondary College and Unley High School.  
 
Due to the complex nature of our students we develop strong partnerships 
with families and relevant agencies. Adelaide West Special Education Centre 
coordinates transport, equipment, transition, swimming, therapy and health 
needs. 
 
Adelaide West Special Education Centre offers a Statewide Outreach 
Service for students with physical disabilities and complex communication 
needs who attend public and private mainstream schools across the state. 
This service provides information and training to ensure the successful 
integration of students into their local school. 
 
 
 

Student Profile 
 

 Adelaide West Site Number 

Primary 43 

Secondary 15 

Link Programs  

Mitcham Primary School 10 

Roma Mitchell Secondary College 3 

Unley High School 6 

Total 77 

A
D
E
L
A
I
D
E
 
W
E
S
T
 
 

3
 

 
2
0
1
5
 
A
N
N
U
A
L
 
R
E
P
O
R
T

 

OUR VALUES 
 
 
Respect 
Valuing the individual and 
promoting student rights 
 
Empowerment 
Involving students in their 
environment through 
communication 
 
Fun 
Learning through creative 
programming promotes positive 
self esteem, positive wellbeing 
and enjoyment 
 
Achievement 
Maximising independence 
through communication and 
physical activity 
 
Care 
Providing a caring, nurturing 
environment to maximise 
learning and promote individual 
happiness 
 

 OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 
OUR COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE IN  
TEACHING AND LEARNING IS UNDERPINNED  
BY THE FOLLOWING: 
 
¶ All students have individual ability and worth 
 

¶ All students have something to offer the community and society 
 

¶ Strong partnerships with families, carers and inter-agencies are  
 developed and valued. 
 

¶ Wellbeing of students and staff is integral to a successful  
 education program 



FINANCE REPORT 
 
In 2015 the Resource Entitlement Statement for 
Adelaide West Special Education Centre was  $3,336,433.95 
Of this $3,164,147.23 was allocated for salaries 
 
EXPENDITURE 
 
MAJOR ITEMS 
Conferences/Professional Development  13589.01 
Technology/Equipment      28146.15 
Technology/Consultancy      15067.00 
Consultancy / Four Blocks      26246.20 
Minor Works         43035.18 
 
TOTAL             $126,073.54 
 
GRANTS 
Primary Australian Curriculum           3615.20 
Early Years Assistance            1555.00 
Early Literacy Learning Strategy     3264.00 
ICT Support          14930.50 
Award Supplementation             106849.00 
School Operating Grant                     54895.34 
Specialist Schools        50000.00 
 
TOTAL GRANTS                                  $235,109.04 
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SITE IMPROVEMENT PLANNING 
 
The site improvement plan for 2015 was developed in consultation with 
teachers. The following pages describe achievements for the year relating to 
specific goals from the Site Improvement Plan. In November 2015 a pupil free 
day included time for teachers to reflect on the year and to revisit the plan 
with a view to revising the goals for 2016. Key recommendations for 2016 
include: 

¶ Numeracy and literacy teaching is informed by whole site data 
collection. This ensures that information gained from regular literacy 
assessments (UAELB and BRI) and the schoolôs participation in the 
trial of the Abilities Based Learning and Education Support (ABLES) program  

is used by teachers to inform their planning for individual student's learning. 

¶ Every student at  Adelaide West Special Education Centre will have a 
functional communication system. The ability to communicate 
effectively is one of the fundamental joys and needs of being a human 
being. People without a functional communication system are not only 
deprived of these but are also exposed to greater risks of abuse and 
failing to meet their potential than those who can communicate. As a 
school specialising in the education of students with complex 
communication needs, Adelaide West Special Education Centre staff 
support all students to develop more effective and efficient means of 
communication. 

¶ Increased demand for visits by Outreach. Staff who work with students 
with complex communication needs and/or physical disabilities 
attending other South Australian schools can access the services of 
the Adelaide West Outreach team to support studentsô access, 
participation and engagement in their learning. 

¶ Mutually supportive relationship between Adelaide West and tertiary 
education institutions. Work with university staff and other experts in 
the field of education for students with complex communication needs, 
physical disabilities and other disabilities will build staff capacity to 
deliver high quality learning opportunities for our students.  



ADELAIDE WEST  
IMPROVEMENT 

PLAN 
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By 2017 the Adelaide West curriculum delivery will 
be defined by the Australian Curriculum and SACE  
 
Goals:  

¶ By 2016 a whole school curriculum plan will detail the delivery of the 

Australian Curriculum at Adelaide West including adaptations made for 

the unique and personal needs of our students 

¶ (The previous goal wasðIn 2014 a one year plan will incorporate 

Maths, English ,History and Science. At the end of 2014 this plan will 

be reviewed and revised for 2015 ). 

The whole school curriculum plan that was trialled in 2014 was modified and 
extended by the teaching staff and used across the whole school in 2015. The 
teaching and learning in all classes was based in the requirements of the 
Australian Curriculum or SACE and all students followed the óKeeping Safe: 
Child Protection Curriculumô. 
Having opportunities in many learning areas provides our students with 
experiences that enhance their personal goals: communication, social and 
academic.  Two whole school assemblies showcased the work that each 
class had done in different learning areas: in term 2 the focus for Special 
Personôs day was Historyðin particular personal and family histories and in 
term 3 the focus was Science.   
 

Goal:  

¶ All assessment and reporting, planning and programming aligns with the 
requirement of the Australian Curriculum or SACE 

Learning for all students at Adelaide West is informed by their Negotiated 
Education Plans (NEPs). Following the development of the NEPs in term 1, 
students work towards their own  individual goals.  For students in years R-9 
these goals are written within the Australian Curriculum General Capabilities of 
Literacy, Numeracy, Personal and Social and ICT. For older students their 
goals reflect their work within the SACE. Achievement against individual 
studentôs NEP goals is recorded in their end of year reports. A graph 
summarising the achievements of students in 2015 is to be found on page 13 . 
Reporting to individual studentôs NEP goals provides feedback of a highly 
personalised nature but these goals are not moderated nor do they necessarily 
follow a developmental continuum. Using the Universally Accessible Emergent 
Language Battery (UAELB) and other literacy assessments has enabled us to 
assess specific aspects of literacy, particularly alphabet knowledge, 
phonological awareness and concepts about print. During 2015, the staff at 
Adelaide West became involved in a state-wide trial of the Abilities Based 
Learning and Education Support (ABLES) program that has been developed 
by the Victorian Department of Education and Training in conjunction with the 
University of Melbourne. This enables us  to see student achievements on a 
universally moderated continuum (see example on left). 

 

Lorna Fenech  
Deputy Principal  

SACE (South Australian Certificate of Education) 
In 2015 four year 10 students began SACE. They completed the modified 
subject of a Personal Learning Plan in which they plan goals about their final 
school years and reflect on their strengths and challenges.  
In 2015 six new SACE Learning and Assessment Plans (LAPôs) were 
submitted so that students studying SACE subjects could be board assessed 
and credited to complete SACE approved subjects. All LAPôs were approved 
and will be rolled over to 2016. 
In 2015 students at the Adelaide West Taperoo site achieved complete credits 
in all enrolled SACE: Modified subjects. They participated in many interesting 
and varied class activities and extra curricular excursions. Students 
participated in gardening, cooking, planning a school disco, interclass soccer 
tournament, papier mache water cycle diorama.  They had a failed worm farm 
experiment and a successful strawberry production. 
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Students went on excursions to Port Adelaide, The Maritime  Museum, óCome 
Outô Festival, the Botanic Gardens, Tutti Arts, West Lakes Shopping Centre, 
recycling, Adelaide Zoo, local beach walks, Ladies of Variety parties and disco.  
In 2015 the three year SACE schedule was trialled with Year 11 students. The 
schedule will be continued in 2016. All students will be able to enter Year 11 
and begin achieving SACE credits that accumulate each year until they have 
the 200 credits required to graduate with a SACE certificate by the end of Year 
13. This plan allows all students to be compliant in completing Australian 
Curriculum subjects up to Year 10. All Year 11-13 students at the Taperoo site 
will be enrolled in modified subjects with the SACE Board in all subjects for the 
correlating year. If they have already received credit for a stage 1 subject they 
will be enrolled in the stage 2 versions. If there is no alternate version they will 
study the specific Stage 1 or 2 version regardless of their actual year level. 
All SACE in years 11-13 students studied Stage 1 and Stage 2 SACE modified 
subjects. In addition to the Personal Learning Plan and the Research project, 
subjects studied are shown in the table below 
 

Dee Vojnovic  
Teaching and Learning Coordinator  

Quality Teaching and Learning 
 
Goal: 

¶ Teachers at Adelaide West are part of a professional community 
supporting each other to become highly accomplished and lead teachers 

 
During 2015 Dee Vojnovic, the Teaching and Learning Co-ordinator, worked 
with teachers as a professional learning community considering the application 
of the Teaching for Effective Learning (TfEL) Framework. Teachers attended 
professional learning team meetings each term that were delivered in line  with 
the South Australian TfEL Framework which is a world-leading training tool and 
reflects two key concepts: Learning for effective teaching and Teaching for 
effective learning. Teachers voluntarily attended modules 1.3 Participate in 
professional learning communities and networks; Create safe conditions for 
rigorous learning 2.2 Build a community of learners, 2.3 Negotiate learning; 
Develop expert learners 3.1 Teach students how to learn; Personalise and 
connect learning 4.1 Build on learners understandings, 4.3 Apply and assess 
learning in authentic contexts. 
Teacher attendance contributed to a strengthening of the whole school 
approach to teaching and learning, through building common language, shared 
meaning and collective commitment to action. Teachers shared resources, 
lesson outcomes, assessment ideas and student work. It is recommended that 
this model of professional learning community be extended to 2016. 

 
 

   Stage 1 Stage 2 Credits 

Yr A 
Yr 11-13 

English Pathways Y Y 20 

Health Y Y 20 

Scientific Studies Y   10 

Cross Disciplinary   Y 10 

Sub total 60 

Yr B 
Yr 11-13 

English Pathways Y Y 20 

Health Y Y 20 

Mathematics Pathways Y Y 20 

Sub total 60 

Yr C 
Yr 11-13 

Mathematics Pathways Y Y 20 

Creative Arts Y   20 

Language and Culture   Y 20 

Sub total 60 


